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ercules engines powered many dif-
ferent kinds of equipment. A com-
plete drag saw unit could be purchased
from the Hercules Company. The origi-
nal Hercules drag saw unit made its

appearance in 1921 and was continued

through 1928. In 1929 part of the oper-
ating mechanism was modified. The
original had a hand operated lever on
the end of the engine crankshaft to
engage and disengage the clutch’
mechanism. The later version had the
clutch located as a part of the large drive
sprocket on the saw mechanism itself.
The engine on a drag saw was nor-
mally the 114 or 134 HP size. There were
some modifications to the engine. The
off side fiywheel had a disk hub which
provided one of the clutch surfaces. It
also had a longer crankshaft with a
tapped hole in the center for fastening

on the clutch mechanism. Some of the
drag saw engines were equipped with a
special fuel mixer with a valve in it that
prevented gasoline from running
through it when the engine was at a
steep angle. Sometime later, the fuel
tank was relocated from in the engine
base to a location at the front of the
engine and below the mixer. The origi-
nal type drag saw is shown above pow-
ered by a 1% HP kerosene engine. Nor-
mally the drag saw was driven of a speed

of abeut 90 strokes per minute.

The iliustration below is the later
version of the drag saw with the driven
gear clutch operated by a hand wheel.
It is powered by a 1% HP model X
kerosene engine

Sears, Roebuck & Company sold
very sitnilar drag saw outfits powered by
the appropriate Economy brand engine.
Drag saws were offered in the catalogs
from 1921 through 1931. The price for
the complete outfit ranged from $89 o
$95 during that time.

From time to time Hercules put out
special saw and drag saw folders illus-
trating and explaining the advantages
of their saw and how much time it
would save a wood cutter.

During this same time period, the
Phillips Drag Saw Company utilized a
Hercules built 14 HP engine to power
saws of their own design. [t used the
standard engine withour the modifica-
tion mentioned earlicr. The engine had
a Phillips tag substituted for the normal
Hercules tag; however, the regular Her-
cules serial number was retained. O




